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SUBJECT: ASSESSMENT OF CHIEF JUSTICE BURGER'S VISIT TO 
FRANCE 

1. CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN BURGER HAS COMPLETED AN EXTRA- 
ORDINARILY SUCCESSFUL OFFICIAL VISIT TO FRANCE. THE 
VISIT S SUCCESS WAS DUE, I BELIEVE, TO TWO MAIN FACTORS 

- THE UNUSUAL HOSPITALITY OF HIS FRENCH HOSTS AND THE 
COOPERATION OF THE WHITE HOUSE AND THE DEPARTMENT. WITH 
THE ASSISTANCE OF GENERAL SCOWCROFT AND DEPUTY UNDER 
SECRETARY EAGLEBURGER. THE BURGERS WERE ABLE TO TRAVEL 
BOTH WAYS ON SPECIAL USG AIRCRAFT, A FITTING COMPLEMENT 
TO THE STYLE OF THEIR WELCOME TO FRANCE. PRESIDENT 
GISCARD D’ESTAING, PRIME MINISTER CHIRAC. THE PRESIDENTS 
OF THE SENATE AND NATIONAL ASSEMBLY. AND OTHER TOP-LEVEL 
FRENCH GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS HOSTED A REMARKABLE SERIES 
OF LUNCHEONS, DINNERS AND RECEPTIONS IN THE BURGERS' 
HONOR. THE FRENCH TREATED THE CHIEF JUSTICE VIRTUALLY 
AS A HEAD OF STATE, EVEN PAYING HIM THE UNUSUAL HONOR 
OF HAVING THE GARDE REPUBLICAN IN ATTENDANCE AT 
CONSTITUTIONAL COUNCIL PRESIDENT FREY'S RECEPTION. 

2. JUDGING FRENCH MOTIVATIONS FOR THIS INITIATIVE AND 
THE SUPERB WAY IN WHICH THEY CARRIED IT OUT, I BELIEVE 

WE MUST DISTINGUISH BETWEEN THE PROFESSIONAL AND GOVERN- 
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PARTICULARLY THE LEGAL PROFESSION, HAVE A GREAT INTEREST 
IN AND RESPECT FOR THE U.S. SUPREME COURT AS AN INSTITU- 
TION. ON THIS BASIS ALONE, THE VISIT OF THE CHIEF 
JUSTICE COULD HAVE CONSTITUTED A FRUITFUL CULTURAL 
INTERCHANGE. BUT THE FRENCH POLITICAL LEADERSHIP 
CLEARLY WANTED TO MANIFEST SOMETHING MORE SIGNIFICANT. 
THE SUSTAINED HIGHEST LEVEL ATTENTION PAID TO THE CHIEF 
JUSTICE OVER A PERIOD OF TEN DAYS, THE OUTPOURING OF 
CEREMONY AND PERSONAL WARMTH, AND THE OVERALL ENORMOUS 
EFFORT OF THE ADMINISTRATION, DEMONSTRATED A FUNDAMENTAL 
ATTACHMENT TO THE IDEALS OF A FREE AND LIBERAL SOCIETY 
SYMBOT.T7.ED BY THE UNITED STATES IN THE PERSON OF THE 
CHIEF JUSTICE. 

3. IN SHORT, WHENEVER THE CHIPS ARE DOWN, THE UNITED 
STATES AND FRANCE WILL STAND TOGETHER IN DEFENSE OF THE 
LIBERAL SOCIETY. IT IS APPARENTLY VERY IMPORTANT FOR 
GISCARD AND HIS ENTOURAGE TO SURFACE THIS ELEMENT OF 
POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY FROM TIME TO TIME, AND THE OFFICIAL 
VISIT OF THE CHIEF JUSTICE WAS THEIR FIRST REAL OPPOR- 
TUNITY TO DO THIS IN PARIS SINCE THE PRESIDENTIAL 
ELECTION OF MAY L974. DE GAULLE AND POMPIDOU WORKED 
FROM THE PREMISE THAT THE ULTIMATE PROTECTION OF THE 
UNITED STATES COULD BE VIRTUALLY TAKEN FOR GRANTED. 
GISCARD'S PREMISE IS THAT WHILE FRENCH SECURITY IS A 
VITAL INTEREST OF THE UNITED STATES, THE AMERICANS 
SHOULD NEVER BE TAKEN FOR GRANTED. THE EXTRAORDINARY 
TREATMENT OF THE CHIEF JUSTICE, IN MY VIEW, EPITOMIZES 
THE FUNDAMENTAL POSITIVE CHANGE IN OUTLOOK TOWARD US- 
FRENCH RELATIONS WHICH WE HAVE WITNESSED WITH SATIS- 
FACTION OVER THE PAST 16 MONTHS. 
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